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Certify Your Yard as Backyard Wildlife Habitat! 
The Friends of Hidden Oaks Nature Center and its local partners have commenced an exciting grass roots community environmental initiative to certify at least 1000 local back yards, schools, and businesses as backyard habitats with National Wildlife Federation’s Backyard Habitat Program.   Please join us by certifying your property with the NWF. 
Properties eligible for certification provide food, water, cover, and places where wildlife can raise their young.  Wildlife habitats also feature environmentally responsible practices that reduce or eliminate use of chemical fertilizers, pesticides and excess watering, which helps to protect the area water quality and the Chesapeake Bay.  Local garden centers carry many of the products and supplies necessary to create and maintain a wildlife habitat and practice ecologically responsible landscaping, including:
1. Food:  bird feeders, bird food (seed, suet, nectar), squirrel feeders, and fruit, nut, and seed producing plants.  Note:  Native plants are best!  Plants with exceptionally high wildlife value include:  Oak trees, dogwood, redbud, hollies, fruiting cherry trees, crabapples, viburnums, blackberries, raspberries, blueberries, milkweed, and coneflowers;
2. Water:  bird baths, rain gardens, and pond supplies; 
3. Cover:  plant dense shrubs like hollies, viburnums, pines and junipers; 
4. Shelter to Raise Young:  bird and bat houses, hollies, junipers;
5. Environmentally Responsible Gardening:  Protect our streams and “Save the Bay!”  Reduce runoff by creating a rain garden, using soaker hoses, mulching, reducing lawn area, and using only organic fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides (horticultural oil, insecticidal soaps).  Use native plants which require almost no watering, fertilizer or pesticides!  Avoid invasive species like ivy and bamboo!  
Call or visit Hidden Oaks Nature Center (703-941-1065) for more information on creating your habitat.   To certify your property on-line go to:  http://www.nwf.org/backyardwildlifehabitat/, or call NWF at 1-800-822-9919.   An application is attached.  Thank you for being a good steward of the local environment!
*Hidden Oaks Nature Center



 *Honorable Penny Gross, Mason District Supervisor

*Friends of Hidden Oaks Nature Center
 

 *Northern Virginia Conservation Trust, 703-354-5093

*The Home Depot (Merrifield, Falls Church and Annandale stores) *Capital Region Earth Force, 703-299-9485
* The Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
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